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Inquiry Demonstration Plan
	Lesson Title:
	The Danger of a single story
	Lesson  #
	1
	Date:
	

	Name:
	Licheng (Eden) Li
	Subject(s):
	Social Studies
	Grade(s):
	Grade 8


Lesson Rationale & Overview
	Why does this topic matter to students?
            On the one hand, Canada is an immigrant-friendly nation with inviting policies allowing people into the country. The government has developed numerous policies to invite more immigrants, which extends Canadian diversity (Kruger et al., 2004). These policies have been changing all the time. Recently, two big events have resulted in changes in the way immigration is viewed in Canada. The smuggling and illegal landing of Fujian Chinese on the coast of British Columbia in 1999, and the 11 September 2001 attacks in the United States have made a big change in Immigrant policies in Canada. Immigrants were view as contributors to Canadian society but are now considered to have a negative impact on Canadian society due to their race, religion or both (Kruger et al., 2004). It makes both immigrants and locals feel unsafe if they do not construct a trusting relationship.


On the other hand, we are in a global age currently. Globalization has existed for many centuries as a connection of different cultures in the world (Arnett, 2002), and it is a continuous process of impacting the world (Chiu et al., 2011). Globalization has a profound influence on the expansion of international cultural, economic, and political activities (National Geographic, 2019). The movement of peoples across national boundaries has become more and more popular due to globalization. The number of worldwide immigrants is increasing. globalization plays a vital center in the education field, and it influences educators’ pedagogies and educational organizations (Bosio &Torres, 2019). In this global village, both students and teachers should realize the importance of understanding different cultures and customs (Lin et al., 2019)

              The design of this unit is a 2-week course for Grade 8 students. The purpose of this design is to meet the needs of the global world for students to prepare for their future and help students shape their interpretation of the world in the 21st century. In the digital age, people especially the young acquire the information from TV, social medias, and listening to peoples talk. This project is to guide students to become a Canadian within the global and digital world.
How does this lesson fit within the larger inquiry project?
This lesson fits within a much larger picture. The goal of this unit is to examine if students have a comprehensive understanding of Canadian history, which helps them to understand the video “The danger of a single story”.  Through the video and in-class discussion, students will start thinking their stories. They are going to ask think about another culture from an ethic group in Canada in relationship to their personal lives. It could be their families home countries or a culture they are interested in. Through this lesson, students will start think about the diversity of the society in Canada, so they can have a sense of how diverse the society is and learn to develop their questioning abilities. Question to the stereotype in relationship to another ethic group culture. 
How does this lesson incorporate the inquiry cycle?
This unit for inquiry incorporates a single round of the inquiry cycle. “Ask” phase will be conducted when students are watching a video called The Danger of a Single Story. This video helps student deepen their interpretation of the past and world and provoke a deeper exploration of their lives including their culture identity. The inquiry encourages students to find their authentic cultural voice based on numerous valuable and reliable data and facts rather than from social media and listening to other talks. After collecting enough data and having a clear understanding of their culture and another culture, students will create a video to present what they have learned about their own culture and another culture. Teachers will help students with some technology and other issues. In addition, students are encouraged to find a peer who can provide them with technological and other support. In this way, students will practice with how to collaborate with each other. “Discuss and Reflect” phase by commenting other videos and writing an in-depth journal, students will have a clear and thoughtful answer of how to become a Canadian in the 21st century.




Key Questions For Inquiry About the Topic of Study
	Core Question for Inquiry Project
	Supporting Question(s) in This Lesson

	1. How does the understanding of the diversity and complexity of culture experiences shape people’s interpretation of the world and an appreciation of the aspects of human experience shared across time and space?

2. How does X culture contribute to the diversity and richness of Canadian society? 

	1. What are the dangers of a single story?

2. Why do we need to realize the dangers of a single story?
3. To what extent how does a single-story lead to racism and discrimination?
4. What is your story?

-What is your religion?

-What is your nationality?

-What is you race?

-What is your ethnicity?

-What is your geographic region?
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Inquiry Approach/Style and Rationale

	In this inquiry project, I will use project-based learning approach. Project-based learning approach create an environment for students to work relatively autonomously over extended periods of time and exhibit their creation of a video or a presentation to the audience (Friesen & Scott, 2013). According to Thomas (2000), project-based learning approach focus on realistic environment rather than school-like environment. The goal of my inquiry study is that sstudents could study their own heritage and background alongside another one that is different from theirs. In the end, they will have the opportunity to share their creation of a video to others. It helps cultivate students understating of multiculturism and help them be adaptive the complex world. 



Core Principles of Effective Teaching. Describe two or more core principles in each lesson.
	Core Principle 1: Effective teaching practice begins with the thoughtful and intentional design of learning that engages students intellectually and academically.

**How is the inquiry focused on building disciplinary knowledge and understandings?
	The teaching strategy I followed in the inquiry project is that students need to break up their stereotype or a critical misunderstand of a ethical group, culture, and a country. They need to be responsible for the information presenting on their videos. In the end, they are asked to write an in-depth academic journal after they have a deeper exploration of their culture and another cultures. In this course, students are requested to explore at least two cultures deeply. They should be ready for answering some questions from their classmates.

	Core Principle 2: The work that students are asked to undertake is worthy of their time and attention, is personally relevant, and deeply connected to the world in which they live.

*What makes this inquiry valuable, meaningful, and “alive” for the students and teachers?
	In the 21st century, to be prepared for their future, it is crucial that students are aware of several key principles: being an engaged thinker, ethical citizen, and entrepreneurial spirit. Individuals communicate with others all the time – at homes, at workplaces, in the groups people belong to, and in the community. No matter how well people think they understand each other such as cultures and characteristics, communication is hard. Culture is often at the root of the challenge. Various, geographic, and historical enables people to take different training and foster their own cultures, Culture shapes people’s approaches to solve problems, and how they participate in groups and communities. When we participate in groups, it is always surprising to see that how people from different cultures work together as a team to achieve their goals. Culture refers to a group or community with which we share common experiences that shape people's worldviews. It includes groups that people are born into, such as gender, race, or national origin. It also includes groups we join or become part of.

	Core Principle 3: Assessment practices are clearly focused on improving student learning and guiding teaching decisions and actions.

*How do I define learning and success in this inquiry? How is learning expressed and articulated in peer, self and teacher assessments?
	Students are aware of the differences and learn how to collaborate with people from different culture. education is to help students foster their competencies of solving myriad problems when they face the bewilderingly complex world. Students need to have the abilities to question and adapt different cultures.


	Core Principle 4: Teachers foster a variety of interdependent relationships in classrooms that promote learning and create a strong culture around learning.
*How do I connect students with each other, with experts in the field, with larger communities and nature, and across disciplines?
	Students will collaborate with a peer to finish this video. They can help each with technology and other issues.  In addition, they also need to comment other videos and reply comments. It contributes to a deeper understanding of the culture they explored.


	Core Principle 5: Teachers improve their practice in the company of peers.

*How do I reflect on the inquiry together, and/or collaborate with others?
	I am going to have a deeper understanding of different cultures when I watch the videos from the student’s perspective, and I will also ask students some questions, so both teacher and students can develop their critical thinking



BC Curriculum Core Competencies

	Communication
	Thinking
	Personal & Social

	How to build relationships with people from different cultures.
The Communication competency encompasses the knowledge, skills, processes and dispositions we associate with interactions with others. Through their communication, students acquire, develop and transform ideas and information, and make connections with others to share their ideas, express their individuality, further their learning, and get things done. The communication competency is fundamental to finding satisfaction, purpose and joy.


	The Thinking competency encompasses the knowledge, skills and processes we associate with intellectual development. It is through their competency as thinkers that students take subject-specific concepts and content and transform them into a new understanding. Thinking competence includes specific thinking skills as well as habits of mind, and metacognitive awareness. These are used to process information from a variety of sources, including thoughts and feelings that arise from the subconscious and unconscious mind and from embodied cognition, to create new understandings.

	The Personal and Social
competency is the set of abilities that relate to students' identity in the world, both as individuals and as members of their community and society. Personal and social competency encompasses what students need to thrive as individuals, to understand and care about themselves and others, and to find and achieve their purposes in the world.


BC Curriculum Big Ideas      (STUDENTS UNDERSTAND)

	· The understanding the diversity and complexity of cultures contributes to students’ interpretation of world and the development of critical thinking. 

· Value systems and belief systems shape the structures of power and authority within a culture



BC Curriculum Learning Standards

	                      (STUDENTS DO)
	(STUDENTS KNOW)

	Learning Standards - Curricular Competencies
	Learning Standards - Content

	Questioning and Asking

Cultural identity

Collaborative abilities

 Digital literacy
	Adapt to the different cultures 

History of other cultures



BC Curriculum Indigenous Connections/ First Peoples Principles of Learning

	How will I incorporate Indigenous knowledge and principles of learning?         
As another culture that is different from Canadian culture. In lesson#3, I will explain the history of Aboriginal history. 


Respectful Relations: Inclusion, Personalization and Diversity
	How will I invite students of all backgrounds, interests and skills into the inquiry?    
As culture is the key of this inquiry project. It is crucial for each Canadian student to know that the First people principles, who live in Canada with a different culture. In addition, I will also introduce the indigenous culture as a part of Canadian history before students create their own videos.     
 


Lesson Activities

	Time Allotted
	Teacher
	Students
	Assessment Activities

	Invitation: 


	20 mins
	1.Introduce the purpose of the project and the overview of this project.

2.Watch the video: “The Danger of a       Single Story”

2.Two minutes to think about the following questions

   -What are the dangers of a single story?

-Why do we need to realize the dangers of a single story?

    - To what extent how does a single-story lead to racism and discrimination?


	-Have a basic sense of the project.

-Think about those two questions.
	Ongoing, formative assessment to make sure that students have a deeper understating of the video.

	Inquiry 


	 5 mins
	In-class discussion#1: Discuss two questions in relationship to the video in groups. Student will be divided into a couple of groups. Each student will be assigned to one group randomly.


	-Participate in 5-minite discussion
	Ongoing, check to make sure students participate in the discussion actively

 

	Create
	5 mins
	1.Show the table which is showed how many ethic groups in Canada. 

2.An brief overview of why there are different ethnic groups in Canada.

3. Introduce the topic of the video they are going to make is “How does X culture contribute to the diversity and richness of Canadian society? 
 ”
	-Be aware of the diversity in Canada.

-Think about their topics of the video.
	Ongoing

Check students are working on the right track.

	Reflect


	15 mins
	1.Studnets will have two minutes to think about their stories by answering the following questions: 

-What is your nationality?

-What is you race?

-What is your ethnicity?

-What is your geographic region?
They can use all kinds of ways to share their answers in class. They can draw a picture or send me the answers directly through online forum. It is not forced for students to share their answers in class. This activity is only help student build up a vision of what aspects that they might include in their videos.

2.Students need to do some research about some culture they are interested in.

	Answer the questions and submit their answers to teacher in all kinds of ways such as a picture or online form.
	Ongoing, check to make sure students have the abilities of how to do research


Materials and Resources (use APA citation format)
	


Organizational Strategies (Optional)
	


Proactive, Positive Classroom Learning Environment Strategies (Optional)
	


Extensions

	


Reflections (to be completed after the Lesson Demonstration ONLY)
	The most appreciated thing about this demo lesson is the positive feedback from my group members. I really appreciate that. Before the demo lesson, I was not sure if my inquiry lesson would make sense to others as there were so many things that I would like to incorporate into my inquiry project. Therefore, my inquiry project did not seem to have a clear topic and plan. I was unsure about the discussion questions as it was a sensitive topic. However, the discussion with my peers in class build up my confidence in my inquiry project. My group participated in the activities actively, which inspires me a lot. Also, they gave me some helpful suggestions. For example, they pointed out that one of my planned activities may make students feel challenged to participate in. Students in Grade 8 might not know the whole stories of their families. In this case, I need to change the sequence of my lesson plans.

The most impressive part of the demo lesson is the discussion. Due to the pandemic, it is really a challenge to engage students to participate in the discussion, and to some extent, we lost the social communication through the online courses environment. However, I appreciate that my group members were free and enthusiastic to share their personal stories including their families’ stories. When I listened to their stories, I felt like it was the most beautiful moment of the demo lesson. They all have beautiful stories related to their cultures to share in class. Our relationship gets much closer through this discussion even though we have different skin colors and eyes color and speak different languages. There was no racism and discrimination existing at that moment. That is the goal of my inquiry project which is to decrease discrimination and racism through listening to other stories.
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